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Central Guatemala

Coban, Parque Nacional Las Victorias (N15.475003 W90.382827) $3 PP [Liesbet Collaert 6/06] We
planned on following the northern route above the lake. After reading up about that and getting a taste for
the road on our bus trip to Agua Caliente ( a nice side trip from Rio Dulce, as is Castillo de San Felipe), we
decided to take the paved, but longer route on the south side of Lago Izabal. A good place to camp in
Coban is Parque Nacional Las Victorias. It’s mentioned in Lonely Planet and you can walk to town from
it. You park on a level parking area at the end of the road into the park and there are cold showers and
toilets. There’s also a water faucet and we saw an outlet in the toilet building. The grassy area is nice for
the dogs. Price $3 a person. The nicest thing was the climate! For the first time since very long, we didn’t
need a fan and used our comforter, just with outside air... Wonderful! To get to the park, you take the
main road into town, past the huge western shopping mall, with a Paiz supermarket, bend towards the left
and follow until you reach 11a Av. Turn left and you end up at the park entrance.

We planned on visiting the caves of Lanquin (and camp there) and Semuc Champey, the next day. We got
an early start, managed to get out of town and into the next one, only to get confronted with the only bridge
over the river, with an arch mentioning 3,5 m maximum height. We measured ourselves: 11 feet. (See
below for more on this).

Coban, Esso gas station (N 15.47159 W 90.38874) [Kathe Kirkebride and Colleen Regan 2005]. We

stayed for three nights. It wasn’t the most lovely of
accommodations, but it was safe and we had room to set up the satellite dish.

Figure 11 Coban, Guatemala. Camping at Parque las Victorias. (www.cobanav.net)
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San Pedro Carchéa, Gasolinera Cuattro Caminos/Balneario Las Islas (N 15 28.164 W 90
18.307). San Pedro is 6 km eats of Coban. We were headed towards the Balneario Las Islas (mentioned in
Lonely Planet). It is on the southern edge of San Pedro on a river and appeared to be a great place to camp.
We were discouraged by the security people there, however, because it was deserted at night and there
would be no security. If we had not been by ourselves we might have stayed there. There is plenty of
room for several rigs. Se opted for the secure gasoline station close by.

Semuc Champey and Grutas de Lanquin. (www.semucchampey.com) The bridge Liesbet is talking
about above is in San Pedro Cacha, 6 km east of Coban. We crossed under this bridge in our 22 ft
Coachmen, nominal height 11.5 ft. This is the only way to reach Semuc Champey from Coban unless you
drive north from Coban towards Chisec. Lanquin and Semuc Champey are worth visiting. There is a
campground next to the Grutas Lanquin called Guayaja (www.guayajaonline.com). A large field with an
overhead "canopy tour" wire. The owner said they were adding RV facilities in 2006. Semuc Champey is
best visited by car or van as the road is very rough and narrow. We did it Semana Santa week which was a
nightmare in our Class C. Other times of the year would be ok. Camping by the river at Semuc is lovely.

Figure 12 Low Bridge between Coban and Lanquin at San Pedro Cacha.

Coban — Chisec. We passed several eco-tourism centers about 15 miles north of Coban (km 244 of CA
14). We did not stop but it would be worth checking camping opportunities here. La Catarata, (N 15
35.935 W 90 23.62) and Eco-Centro Santanos (N 15 36.204 W 90 24.272).

Chisec, B'OMB’IL PEK Gasolinera (N 15 49.039 W 90 17.481). Water is available.

Around Chisec, Parque Nacional Laguna Lachua and Finca Chipantun. Chisec has several
attractions in the vicinity. Lonely Planet mentions camping at these locations. From Chisec head north on
CA 14 about 6 km and turn west towards Rubelsanto. The turnoff is at (N 15 53.091, W 90 16.192). We
have not explored this area and would appreciate reports!

Baja Verapaz, Biotopo del Quetzal/Biotopin Restaurant. [Liesbet Collaert 6/06] We went
shopping in paradise (in Coban .. our first full size supermarket since Mexico) and drove back South. We
stopped at Biotopo del Quetzal (www.thegringosguide.com/Salama/BiotopoHistory.htm), km 161, along
CA 14 . Entrance fee to the nature park is $3 a person and you can camp there for another $1.50 a person
on their lot. There are toilets, but no showers. They do have two nice swimming holes. Don’t forget it is
pretty chilly here. The parking area has no plants or grass at all and pets are not allowed in the park, so
camping there was not attractive for us. Instead, we asked the Biotopin Restaurant across the street for
permission to park overnight. That was granted, we only had to consume a meal in their restaurant, which
closes at 5 pm. We spoiled ourselves with a nice breakfast ($ 3 each) the next morning and everybody was
happy. There are toilets, a little lawn and nice walking trails in the forest. You can walk down to the river
to a swimming hole (the dogs loved it), see a couple of waterfalls and basically see similar things than the
Biotopo, but for free.

© 2010 John Halkyard
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San Miguel. Shell Gasolinera. (N13:30.462 W88:9.185) (tip for guard suggested). On CA7 from EI
Amatillo (not the Pan-American Highway). This is a better road from the border. The gas station is on the
east side of town, between km 140 and 141, on the south side of the road, Ruta Militar. Comments: The
station has electric hookups in the back where you park. Water is available near the lube station. There is a
concrete sewer cover in the back which can be slid to the side for dumping. The owner said we could also
dump into the toilets. Showers are available.

San Miguel, Metrocenter in San Miguel would make a suitable campsite.

San Salvador. Sheritan Hotel El Presidente (13°41'29.34"N 89°14'26.59"W) $1 parking plus tips.
Hotel changes ownership occasionally, it wasa Marriot on our first visit. Turn north on Ave.Revolucion off
the Pan-American Highway just after the turnoff to Autopista Sur (coming from the south/west). Continue
straight at the roundabout (traffic circle) for Blvd del Hipodromo. Covered parking is opposite hotel.
Comments: We stayed here twice, in 2003 and 2006. Others have also stayed here and were welcome.
There is electricity if you ask.
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igure 13 Sheritan El Presidente, EI Salvador (Courtesy Google Maps)

Santa Ana. Centro Escolar Madre del Salvador. (N13:59.373 W89:32.834) $2 Contribution. 23 Ave
Sur between 7th and 5th Calle Oriente, near the Turicentro Sihuatehuacan. From Parque Libertad, in the
center of town, take Libertad Oriente eastward.Turn right on 23rd Ave Sur (this is two blocks west of the
turicentro, look for telephone kiosk on the southeast corner). Go three blocks. Church and school are on the

left where the road splits into two one-way streets.

Other Sites: The Turicentro might let you stay if you arrive before closing.

Hotel y Restaurante Montevista, 6 miles south of Frontera Anguita, north of Metepan. (N14:21.933
W89:26.960) has a big lot.

Other Sites in EI Salvador courtesy of Kathe Kirkbride and Colleen Regan. San Miguel “...at another Shell
Gas Station (N13:29 W88:28) for $2/night.”

Playa EIl Espino on the Pacific Coast: “...we were shown a place to park under a palapa for $5 for the
day.This fee also included chairs and a hammock hanging under another palapa right on the beach.”

Santiago de Maria on either side of the Parque Central (N 13:29 W 88:28 Elev 2181").

San Vicente at a Puma Gas Station on CA-1 (N13:41 W88:46) “...where they had a large area where we
could park and gave us permission to stay the night. It was big enough that a largish caravan could fit; they

were very welcoming of us and had a security guard 24 hours a day.”

La Libertad. Rio Mar Recreational Center. (13 28.964 N 89 16.961 W) [Kathe Kirkebride and Colleen
Regan] “...found an absolutely delightful place to camp at a private recreation center just east of town less

© 2010 John Halkyard
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than 2 miles. It has two swimming pools, a restaurant, lots of palapas, difficult access to a rugged beach,
and beautiful palm and almond treed grounds. We are being charged $5/night per rig and think it is a
bargain. Talking them into allowing us to stay after they close at 5:00 pm was another fine example of
persuasive communication as they were definitely not open to the idea when Colleen and I first approached
them. After 5:00 we have the place to ourselves.” (Update 2006) We stayed in this place We too had to get
special permission to stay after closing. The mosquitos were particularly bad (we're told they are only there
January - March), but it is a nice place with a nice pool. Room for several rigs.

Playa Costa del Sol, 30 miles east of La Libertad, Hotel Tesoro Beach “...lends itself to large RV caravans
with tall rigs. Colleen talked to the receptionist there who said that RVs could stay there and use the resort;
...the cost would be $15/day/rig.The beach is beautiful, clean, and has good boogie boarding.”

George Baines

Playa Espino, go to end of paved road, turn left go down narrow lane nearly to end, nice places to stay,
with room for any sized rig, busses turn here. Pit toilets, water. Great beach good beach break,great
sunsets. Watch out for Semana Santa! [Ed. note... we turned right at the beach and found a nice area with
a palapa where the owner allowed us to camp, but it was very tight and we damaged our awning getting
out. Sounds like going left is the best choicehere! Thanks George.]

Playa Sanzal. Roots, new campground for surfers, good sized rigs will fit. New Bathrooms, water, power
maybe. Classic point break to right on beach another local surf spot to left (Boca). $3 PP.On road to
Perquin (eastern mountains) Hotel Ocatal $5 pp. pool. showers, restaurant.

Llano del Muerto (Balneario) 20min. off main rd. $2 pp. Showers, pool, water. Great area near Rio
Negro.

Atlantis Aquatic Park, near San Salvador airport, on road to beach. Waterworld meets Disneyland! The
manager here went out of his way to set us up for the night. This is not an RV place but a major
Balneario/entertainment center. They rent airconditioned cabins, first class, have many pools great
restaurants, water slides etc. This is a great place to stay and meet someone coming in by air. 20 min. to
airport.

Cerro Verde (outside Sonsonate) $10 per rig, lots of room, at 6000 ft to cool off at night. Toilets, botanic
garden, great views.

Parque Aquatico Apuzunga, south of Metapan, in mountains in western El Salvador. Another baneario,
owner is Raul Sanabria, speaks better English than he admits, great water park around natural spring on a
big river (rafting) recreaton area, restaurants, toilets, showers, swimming. Any size rig, little hard to get
into, but well signed. $25 for two rigs (6 people) included full use of park!

Rus Krause-Kathleen Krauss

Playa El Espino, El Salvador
N13 10.256 W088 17.426
Although we could have stayed at any number of places along the beach in El Espino, we chose one called
Cabanas La Brisa del Mar and had pleasant stay in a small grassy parqueo edged by a few palapas
sheltering hammocks that look out on a clean beach stretching for miles. There are bathrooms available,
but we used our own. The fee was $8. To get there turn left at the beachfront road when you get to El
Espino and drive until you see their hand painted sign. The family that runs the place lives there but nicely
gave us our privacy. In the morning we chatted and got to witness their struggle to keep the sea from taking
their land, shoveling sand every morning to repack the wall they've each built to slow erosion.

Parque Nacional Cerrro Verde, El Salvador
N13 49.599 W089 37.460 altitude: 6602 feet

© 2010 John Halkyard
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This is a good place to camp for spectacular views of volcanos and of the crater lake Coatepeque, with
beautiful gardens, a children's playground and treehouse, and a nice hike around an ancient crater that has
been reclaimed by the jungle. The fee was $10 and we filled with water. There is no dump or electricity,
the bathrooms are clean, though without showers. There are other good hikes available in the park. In the
morning we met a string of young guides who take people to the Crater Izalco and other more strenuous
destinations

Perquin Area, El Salvador (8/06)
From Liesbet Collaert

In one day, we drove all the way from Lago de Coaltepeque, to Perquin, in the North East of the country,
with it’s historical and interesting guerrilla past. The best place to camp in Perquin is near the Museo de la
Revolucion, past the town center. We wouldn’t recommend large RV’s to drive here. We managed OK
(with some double point turns in town) with our 24 foot truck camper. The small parking lot at the
museum is free and safe (vigilante at night), while the parking area across the street is larger, more
comfortable, but less safe. People are allowed to park overnight there, but the owner doesn’t want to take
responsibility for your belongings, since there is no guard at night. He charges $1 for the vehicle and $1
for each person to stay on the lot. We stayed here, because another big group of Salvadorians decided to
camp under the big palapa that night, which made the owner stay there too. You can get level here, and
there is a nice and short walk to the top of the hill. The museum is across the street. The parking lot (El
Manzanal) has two entrances. The first, and easiest one is right on top of a steep, paved hill, past the center
of town. To get here, you drive through town and turn left at the end of the street. Keep going, until you
see the first sign (parqueo El Manzanal) on your right. This is a not too steep, rocky dirt driveway. Once
on the lot, there is a plenty of room. The other entrance, a little further down the road, across from the
museum is very steep. Clearance is never a problem. We did check out the ElI Mozote and Rio Sapo area
(only recommended in truck campers), but there were no interesting places to spend the night. We ended
up in a Shell fuel station near San Miguel.

From Liesbet Collaert

We checked out Lago de Coaltepeque. All the land, but one grimy boat launch, is privately owned. We
did find two camping possibilities, though. The nicest one is the parking lot of Hotel/Restaurant
Torremolinos (no lake view). You follow the dirt road along the lake for about two kilometers. If you eat
there, you can use their facilities and park for free. There are clean toilets, cold showers, swimming pools
and access to the lake, through the restaurant (no problem with dogs). Between the building and the lake is
a huge grassy area. If you don’t eat there, they will charge $5 a night. At 6 am life starts, with the noises
of barking dogs and selling vendors.

If you order anything on the menu, make sure you ask it “without cheese”, unless you’re fond of the
crumbly, moldy tasting Salvadorian cheese on everything you eat... This is, according to travel guides, the
best restaurant in town. We didn’t like it a lot and it’s pricey.

The other restaurant, where you can camp, is called Rancho Alegre. It’s not very level and muddy. They
charge $1 a person per night, and there are cold showers, toilets and lake view. Be prepared to wait a long
time before you get served in this restaurant.

Camping in Cerro Verde - Now Open! (8/06)

From Liesbet Collaert

[Ed Note - on our trip in April Cerro Verde was closed due to volcanic activity - J & H.] Our first night we
spent in Cerro Verde National Park. They allowed the dogs only in the parking lot, and charged us $10 for
camping, 69 cents for parking (1), and also wanted to charge us entry for the park, but we denied paying,

since it was about closing time by then. The entrance and parking fees are cheap, but camping is
outrageous, with barely any facilities. The time goes back one hour, compared to Guatemala (that honours

© 2010 John Halkyard
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for the first time in history, daylight savings). The parking lot is a good and safe place to camp, with
toilets, and three vigilantes, but we felt overcharged and left first thing, the next morning. It was too misty
to do any hikes, but supposedly there is a nice nature trail starting from the lot. Entrance fee per person is
$0,80.

Guatemala - EI Salvador Border on CA-8 (8/06)
From Liesbet Collaert

We decided to take the Southern route out of Antigua, towards Escuintla. At the split, you follow
Autopista Escuintla, to avoid the city center. Then follow the signs to Puerto Quetzal, until a (small) sign
on your right points to the left (somehow get in the left lane), saying “Frontera El Salvador”. If you missed
the turn (like us), there will be a paved “retorno” after about five minutes. CAZ2 is a good road with little
traffic. It brings you to the coast of El Salvador, but we were not interested in that. We took the
connecting road (16) to CAS8, to get into the country through another border. This road through the
mountains is paved, but very slow. It brings you through Chiquimulilla, which is a bit tricky. When you
approach town, veer to the left (straight is a one-way street), and then right at the end. Keep driving until
you see a sign for route 16 on a building to your right, turn there. After a couple of blocks you see a gas
station on your right, keep driving straight, and you’re out of town. Don’t miss the sign for route 16, or you
end up in the narrow and stressful Mercado, like us! Friendly people will help you through...

CAB8 is a good road to the border of Valle Nuevo. We highly recommend this border crossing into El
Salvador. After you shake off the guides and money changers, the check-out process is very easy and
doesn’t take a lot of time. Just walk in and around the only building. You don’t need an exit stamp for
Guatemala, but do need to check the car (SAT office) and dogs (agricultura) out. No fees.
Then, you drive over the bridge into El Salvador. The town here is called Las Chinamas.

And here is the big news: you don’t need to check in anymore when you arrive overland! Since June 2006,
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua joined an organization, called CA4. You get 90 days at
the border with Belize, Mexico or Costa Rica, and are free to travel in the CA4 zone for that period of time.
Apparently, you can only get extensions at those borders as well. We don’t know yet whether that’s good
or bad news. The obvious good news is, that you don’t have to pay the $10 entrance fee anymore, the bad
news: no more stamps of these countries in our passports. We also hope that this fact is known well
enough among all the police forces at check-ups...

Las Chinamas is very easy and quiet! The dogs were no problem. The guy in charge didn’t seem to know
what to do and just put an entry stamp on the USDA forms and made a copy of them. No time limit was
given. For the car, we needed to fill in a paper with all kinds of questions (in Spanish) about the vehicle,
they accepted copies of Mark’s passport and the title, and checked the VIN number on the car. 60 days
maximum stay. And that was that. The whole crossing took about an hour and didn’t cost us anything, on
either side! Technically we could stay in the country until our visa (received in Guatemala) expired.

Frank & Anne Cartwright (www.NextMillionMiles.com) camped just outside Cerro Verde National Park at
Crystal Hacienda. (Their web site has other useful information on Central American camping.)

Playa Costa del Sol (Updated 3/06)
(East of the San Salvador Airport off of CA-2, the Littoral Highway)

The Costa del Sol is the major commericial beach area in El Salvador. Virtually all the beach front is
privately owned and the opportunity to camp right on the beach is limited (see options below).

Hotel Tesoro Beach (N13:19.355, W88:57.097)
We reported in 99 Days to Panama and earlier on this site that the Tesoro Beach Hotel would let RVs stay

in the large lot next to the hotel for $15/rig/night. When we went there in March, 2006, we were told that
they no longer "provided this service". They did, however, allow us to camp there for two nights. It is a

© 2010 John Halkyard



Guatemala Page 39 of 42

beautiful location especially with access to their pools and a nice beach. We have heard that the owner
allows RVs to stay there as long as it doesn't interfer with local business, especially around holidays (e.g.
Samana Santa). Caravans used to stay here. If you carry our book and show them the info they should let
you stay. Don't try entering the hotel under their portal entrance ways. There is an open entrance to the
field next to the hotel beyond the eastern most portal.

Bahia del Sol (N13:17.893, W88:53.664).

Next to this 5-star resort is a private beach club with a large parking area. It is used by caravans and they
gave us permission to camp if we ate in their restaurant.

By the Sea at the Tesoro Beach Hotel

Playa De Metalio (New March, 2006)

Restaurante El Viejo Pescador (N13:37.434, W89:52.654)

Owner: Dafio Guadron

Turnoff CA-2 at the pedestrian overpass at km. 90 (about six miles west of Acajutla), about one hour from
the border at La Hachadura. Head towards beach on paved road which becomes a dirt and gravel road. Bear
left at the beach and continue for about 1.5 miles to this restaurant. Ask to park on the beach next to the
restaurant, or they will let you park in the fenced confines of the restaurant which they will tell you is more
secure.

We found this place in the dark after crossing the border late. It seems the only place to camp along this
stretch of beach. The owner (Dafio) was most welcoming and their food was great, however the
neighborhood is a little run down, not like the upper scale areas of Costa Del Sol. Yet this is one of the few
opportunities to park right on the beach. Suitable for small rigs.

Next to Restaurante El Viejo Pescador, Playa Metalio

La Libertad (New March, 2006)

"El Indio" Campground (N13:29.661, W89:23.029)

This is down a narrow road at km. 57 on CA-2, about four miles west of La Libertad. Take the road
marked "El Tronco Beach" and the campsite is behind the green door near the end of the street. Ask anyone
for "El Indio". It is only suitable for small rigs due to the narrow turn into the camping area.

This is primarily a tent camping area but there is plenty of parking for small rigs. "EIl Indio" is acually
Ozzy Reyes Cindio (+503-7877-4461) who is upgrading this place with a kitchen and bafios. He was
installing a septic system when we were there. | provided him info on a dump station, and he might add
one in the near future. There is elecricity available and water, but it is saline. He is a Salvadoran surfer
turned entrpreneur and wants to make this work. He speaks a little English.

Ahuachapan. Geo Thermal Field (13.914762 N 89.815207 W) [Stephan Stewart, Silk Route Club]
We just parked in the trees.

Suchitoto. On lower terrace by lake (13.946247 N 89.016698 W) [Stephan Stewart, Silk Route Club]
Cost about $2 per day. By boats. Road very steep but OK.

Volcano lzalco Park Camp Area (13.832925 N 89.629053 W) [Stephan Stewart, Silk Route Club] Off
CA12. Very rough road for last 1.5km. 4x4 only? $0.70 per person.

© 2010 John Halkyard
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Appendices

Hiperpaiz

http://www.hiperpaiz.com/ubicaciondetiendas.htm

Guatemala

Oficinas Centrales
Direccién: 12 calle 1-28 zona 9, Edificio EI Mol, Guatemala 01009
Telefono: (502) 2485-5500 Servicio al Cliente: (502) 2485-5555

Hiper Paiz Bosques de San Nicolas

Direccion: 41 Ave. 3-10 Z. 4 Mixco C.C. Bosques de San Nicolas
PBX: 2485-5700

Fax: 2485-5701

Hiper Paiz Xela

Direccion: Ave. Las Américas, C.C. Pradera Zona 3, Quetzaltenango
Teléfono: 7767-4399, 7767-6090

Fax: 7767-6067

Hiper Paiz Roosevelt

Direccion: Calzada Roosevelt 26-95 zona 11
PBX: 2384-5800

Fax: 2384-5801

Hiper Paiz Express: Tel. 2384-5858

Hiper Paiz Villa Nueva

Direccion: Km 17.5 Carretera al Pacifico Villa Nueva
PBX: 6685-7400

Fax: 6685-7401

Hiper Paiz Express: Tel. 6685-7474

Hiper Paiz Puerta Parada

Direccién: KM. 15.5 Carretera a El Salvador, Santa Catarina Pinula
PBX: 6685-4400

Fax: 6685-4401

Hiper Paiz Express: Tel. 6685-4444

Hiper Paiz del Norte

Direccion: KM. 4.5 Carretera al atlantico, Zona 17

PBX: 2285-1500

Fax: 2285-1501

Hiper Paiz Express: Tel. 2285 1515 express.hiperdn@Ilafragua.com.gt
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El Salvador

Hiper Paiz Boulevard del Ejército, El Salvador

Hiper Paiz, Blvd. del Ejercito Nacional, Km. 4 1/2 Soyapango

Teléfono: 2275-7300

Fax: 2275-7310

Horario: de Lunes a sdbado de 8:00am a 10:00pm y Domingos de 8:00am a 9:00pm

Hiper Paiz Las Cascadas

Entre calle Chiltiupan y Carretera a Santa Tecla
Teléfono: 2236-7200

Fax: 2236-7250
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